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engaged in local and regional community ini-
tiatives. She serves on the Board for the 
Vallejo Education Business Alliance and was 
recognized by the Solano County Library 
Foundation during Women’s History Month for 
her contributions to women and the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Marilyn Hopkins has led a 
long career in both nursing and academia. 
She is an active member of our community. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
her here today and extend our best wishes for 
an enjoyable retirement. 
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Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, Ron Howard, of 
Canton, North Carolina, has passed away. 
After 31 years of military service, this city, 
Washington, D.C., was his last battlefield. The 
jungles of Vietnam were his first. I regret 
deeply that his final hours were spent pre-
paring for battle against the bureaucracy of 
the country to which he had given so much. 

Any man who has seen combat and death 
knows how precious life is. A normal man who 
serves his country for 31 years takes the rest 
and ease that he has more than earned. Ron 
was an extraordinary man, and he used the 
remainder of his time to build his company, his 
community, and his country. He gave his time, 
and he knew its price, but it was a price he 
paid gladly. We are all the better for it. 

His legacy lies in his beautiful family, his 
company, and in the magnificent airplane that 
he brought into existence. When a Hellfire 
missile leaves one of the rails on the Arch-
angel and its rocket motor comes to life, ham-
mering down pain and misery on ISIS terror-
ists, that too is Ron’s legacy. His was a truly 
great American life, and an inspiration to those 
who knew him. He will not be forgotten, not by 
me, not by anyone who knew him. 
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr., a 
beloved member of the Fort Worth community 
who passed away on June 23, 2017. 

Mr. Carter was born in 1936 in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. A graduate of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School and Spaudlings Business 
College, Mr. Carter distinguished himself in 
the food service industry throughout his cele-
brated career. As a child, he would help his 
father service the commissary at the plantation 
where he worked. This established his passion 
for food service. After college, Mr. Carter 
opened a small nightclub and cafe in Lou-
isiana before moving to Texas in 1961 in 
search of better opportunities for him and his 
family. 

After moving to Texas, Mr. Carter managed 
several restaurants in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

area before opening his own restaurant in Fort 
Worth in 1992. His restaurant, ‘‘John Carter’s 
Place Restaurant’’ served award winning 
home style soul food and was known for its 
quality service. Mr. Carter was especially 
proud of the restaurant’s People’s Choice 
Award and its being named ‘‘Best of Tarrant 
[County]’’ for several years. Before passing it 
down to his family as his health declined, Mr. 
Carter also established and grew catering op-
erations for the restaurant. 

Along with his successes in the restaurant 
business, Mr. Carter was also very involved in 
his community. Throughout his life, he was 
committed to supporting local charities, 
schools, and religious organizations as well as 
helping new restauranteurs get started. Mr. 
Carter was recognized as a KKDA Coca-Cola 
African-American Hero, Quest for Success 
Honoree, Dr. Marion J. Brooks ‘‘Living Leg-
end’’, East Fort Worth Business Association 
Award Winner, Phi Beta Sigma Business 
Award recipient, and Tarrant County Youth 
Advocacy Award recipient, along with many 
other accolades and recognitions. 

As a faithful member of the Greater Mt. 
Tabor Christian Center for more than 45 
years, Mr. Carter served as a Deacon, a 
member of the Executive Leadership Council, 
a Sunday school teacher, a choir member, 
and a Food Service Ministry volunteer. 

Mr. Carter was married to his wife, Louella, 
for 55 years until her passing on Christmas 
Day of last year. He is survived by his three 
children, Robert, Denise, and John Jr., along 
with several grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

I honor Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr.’s positive 
impact on the Fort Worth community. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Phil Walton, who is retiring from 
public service after a remarkable 42 year ca-
reer with the Social Security Administration. 
Mr. Walton exemplifies the sterling qualities of 
a public servant who upholds the highest 
standards of federal service: one of a loyal 
and enlightened corps of highly trained, honor-
able civil servants. The administrative capabili-
ties of individuals like Mr. Walton hold this Re-
public together. 

Phil Walton began his career with the Social 
Security Administration in Rock Island, Illinois, 
where he started as a claims representative. 
He soon began rising through the ranks as a 
field representative, operations supervisor, op-
erations officer, area administrative assistant, 
executive assistant and district manager. He 
was first named District Manager in Chil-
licothe, Ohio, moving to Toledo, Ohio in 1993 
where he has ably guided the Toledo agency 
since. 

In addition to his leadership of the Toledo 
Social Security Office, Phil has been an active 
community leader since his arrival to the To-
ledo area. He served as a Cubmaster, Den 
Leader and Area Commissioner for the Boy 
Scouts of America. He has been a member of 
the Friends of Wood County CASA, currently 

serving as Board Chair. He has also served 
on the Advisory Board of the Toledo Legal Aid 
Society. 

As a member of the National Council of So-
cial Security Management Associations, Phil 
was awarded the Public Service Award in 
2009 ‘‘in recognition of his years of volunteer 
work.’’ Erin Thompson, public affairs specialist 
for the Toledo Social Security Office, stated, 
‘‘We would like to take the time to thank Phil 
Walton for his 42 years of service with Social 
Security, where he started as a Claims Rep-
resentative in 1975 in Rock Island, Illinois and 
completes his career as a District Manager of 
Toledo downtown, where he has been since 
1993. In addition to leading the Toledo office, 
he has been on numerous boards, most nota-
ble as the Chairperson for the Area Office on 
Aging 2009 to the present. In addition to his 
service for seniors, he has also served as 
Board President for the Friends of Wood 
County CASA from 2007 to present.’’ 

Phil has given of his time and talents to the 
Area Office on Aging of Northwest Ohio Board 
of Directors, serving in various capacities 
since 1993 and as Board President since 
2009. Billie Johnson, President and CEO of 
the agency, notes ‘‘Phil Walton has been a 
dedicated Board member of the Area Office 
on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. for more 
than twenty years. His leadership, compassion 
and wisdom helped the agency grow and de-
velop many vital services for older adults, 
caregivers and disabled persons living in 
northwest Ohio. Phil helped the agency navi-
gate through several monumental funding 
challenges. He has given his time, personal 
resources and energy to so many people and 
various communities in northwest Ohio. We 
are extremely grateful for his commitment, 
dedication and leadership. Phil is the current 
Board Chairman for the Area Office on Aging.’’ 

American labor leader Walter Reuther said, 
‘‘There is no greater calling than to serve your 
fellow men. There is no greater contribution 
than to help the weak. There is no greater sat-
isfaction than to have done it well.’’ Phil Wal-
ton’s life and career have been given over to 
serving his fellow citizens, to helping the 
weakest among us—those who are elderly, 
those who are disabled, children. He has done 
it very well. His legacy is in the lives which 
were made better for his efforts, in those with 
whom he worked to ensure a top-notch federal 
government agency and services, in the orga-
nizations which have benefitted from his in-
vestment and leadership, and a community 
richer for his contributions. On this day as Phil 
turns the page from career to retirement, we 
offer a most heartfelt ‘‘thank you’’ for his ex-
traordinary commitment to our nation and its 
people. As he ends his public life and looks 
toward retirement, he has fulfilled Mohammad 
Ali’s call that ‘‘Service to others is the payment 
you make for your space here on earth.’’ 

f 

THE BENTON WAVE 
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Thursday, June 29, 2017 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the recent selfless actions of two extraor-
dinary individuals in my district: Mr. Robin 
Creel and Mr. Danny Revis. 
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